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University of Victoria Libraries—
the McPherson Library located in the  
William C. Mearns Centre for Learning  
(background), the Diana M. Priestly Law 
Library (inset, upper) located in the Fraser 
Building, and the Curriculum Library  
(inset, lower) located in the MacLaurin 
Building, support the learning, teaching and 
research needs of the university community. 
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This is my last message for the University of Victoria 
Libraries’ annual review as I will retire from the university, 
effective December 30, 2011. The cover of this edition 
is a metaphor for the transformation our libraries have 
undergone since my tenure as University Librarian 
began in 1988. As the university evolved from a student 
population of 10,000 into an institution twice that size, 
the UVic Libraries have adapted to social and technical 
changes, leading us to our current placement amongst 
the top academic libraries in Canada. UVic Libraries is 
the exceptional library system it is today because of our 
alumni, students, faculty, donors, administration and 
library staff. 

This annual review serves as testimony that UVic Libraries 
stand at the very centre of intellectual life on campus. We 
have seen a dramatic growth in library collections that 
represent the main source of scholarly information used 
by students and faculty. We continue to expand our digital 

collections of primary source and reference material to bring scholarship even closer to the learning experience. We continue 
to respond to rapid change, using new services such as LibSAT (customer satisfaction survey) to collect data as a quality-
improvement tool to help us better serve library users. 

I am pleased to announce that Mr. Jonathan Bengtson has been appointed as University Librarian for a five-year term effective 
January 1, 2012 to June 30, 2017. Mr. Bengtson is currently the Director of Library and Archives at the University of St. Michael’s 
College in the University of Toronto, as well as the Library Director for the Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies (PIMS).

Though the challenges and opportunities will change, I believe the mission of the UVic Libraries to “partner in teaching, 
learning and research and to provide the university community with expert and innovative access to knowledge” will remain 
core to the libraries’ function.

UVic Libraries is the heart of our campus—a place to learn, study and interact. Without the untiring efforts of talented and 
dedicated librarians and support staff, none of this would be possible. They are truly our greatest resource.

Message from the 
UNIVERSITY  
LIBRARIAN
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Growing Collections
DIGITAL ARCHIVE COLLEC TIONS
This past year the University of Victoria Libraries purchased a number of digital archive collections. These 
digital collections are made available from commercial vendors who work with institutional archives to 
digitize and index the collection content. It’s a little like bringing part of the British Library to Victoria or 
the research materials to the researcher. Online content can be manipulated, enlarged, saved and used 
in a variety of classroom scenarios for teaching purposes. Collection highlights include:

Illustrated London News Historical Archive 1842-2003
This archive gives students and researchers unprecedented online access to the entire run of the world’s 
most iconic illustrated newspaper. Over 260,000 pages containing more than 1.5 million images have 
been digitally reproduced in full colour. Every word and caption is full-text searchable, bringing to life 
more than 150 years of social, political and cultural history for scholars and researchers.

Eighteenth Century Journals Section IV
Rare journals printed between c1685 and 1815, are the basis of the collection, which illuminates all 
aspects of eighteenth-century social, political and literary life. These rare magazines and newspapers, 
literary periodicals and political journals are sourced from Chetham’s Library, Manchester and the 
Brotherton Library at the University of Leeds. The wide-ranging titles in this collection offer an 
invaluable source of information for scholars and students concerned with eighteenth century studies, 
whether the topic is the French Revolution or coffee house gossip and discussion.

Victorian Popular Culture
UVic Libraries have purchased the Adam Matthew Digital resource, Victorian Popular Culture. This 
wide range of source material relating to popular entertainment in America, Britain and Europe in 
the period 1779 to 1930, brings forth the interconnectedness of these worlds. Material in the portal is 
selected from a variety of world-renowned archives and libraries and consists of three self contained 
sections: Spiritualism, Sensation and Magic; Circuses, Sideshows and Freaks; and Music Hall, Theatre 
and Popular Entertainment.
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DIGITAL INITIATIVES
UVic Libraries support a variety of digital initiatives to promote wider access 
to our unique collections. Our digital content ranges from the latest student 
theses and faculty publications to manuscripts from centuries past.

Curious Lives Harmonious Gardens:  
the Peggy and Nicholas Abkhazi Archives
This digital exhibit displays diaries, postcards, photographs, objects and 
watercolours selected from the records of Peggy and Nicholas Abkhazi held 

in the University of Victoria Archives. The exhibit includes material relating to the interwar period, World War II and the design 
and creation of the Abkhazis’ internationally renowned rhododendron garden on Fairfield Road in Victoria, now owned by 
The Land Conservancy of BC (TLC). http://library.uvic.ca/dig/abkhazi.html

Victorian Serial Novels
This is an exciting new digital collection of 19th century novels published as numbered parts and held in UVic 
Libraries’ Special Collections. With digitization this unique collection is now available to everyone. Recent 
additions to this collection include The Virginians by William Makepeace Thackeray, Orely Farm by Anthony Trollope 
and Our Mutual Friend by Charles Dickens. Students and researchers from a wide variety of disciplines will be 
able to make use of this resource and have the same experience reading them as would a 19th-century reader. 
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/VictorianSerialNovels.html

FURTHER FACILIT Y ENHANCEMENTS
Renovations to enhance the McPherson Library 
in the William C. Mearns Centre for Learning were 
completed in 2010/11. The microforms area in the 
lower level was renovated, a new classroom was 
built on the main floor and the Maltwood Gallery at 
the McPherson Library moved to a new location on 
the lower level. The new gallery provides changing 
exhibitions that incorporate prints and drawings 
from the Maltwood Collection. To further enhance 
the gallery space, a new multi-purpose room 
adjacent to the gallery provides space for receptions, 
events and launches. 

Research Support 
and Scholarship

Peggy Abkhazi

New classroom on the main 
floor, McPherson Library
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Supporting Student Success and Engagement
Welcome Page for International Students – Welcome Bienvenue Bienvenidos 
UVic Libraries improved international students’ access to library services and resources by adding a “welcome” 
message in seven languages on the libraries’ website homepage. Each message links to a language page (English, 
French, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish) embedded with key links to library services and resources. 
The multilingual pages would not have been possible without the assistance of UVic student translators and 
editors. http://library.uvic.ca/

We’re Listening
To help better understand the needs and impressions of library users, UVic Libraries 
recently implemented a new customer satisfaction survey (LibSAT). Students, university 
staff and faculty can now give feedback about library services and collections anytime 
and all the time. LibSAT is a Canadian-hosted and developed customer satisfaction 
survey specific to libraries. UVic Libraries will use the data collected in the survey as a quality-
improvement tool. The survey can be accessed through the libraries’ website Spotlight feature. 
http://library.uvic.ca/admin/surveys/LibSATsurveys.html

Focus on Teaching and Learning 
UVic Libraries recently added two new librarian positions to 
support student success. An Undergraduate Teaching and Learning 
Librarian will help provide more focused attention on teaching 
and learning initiatives. A Learning Commons Librarian will 
continue to develop the Learning Commons which brings together 
teaching assistants, librarians, tutors, instructors and professors—
a knowledgeable community dedicated to improving the quality of 
student learning. 

Innovative Access
UVic Libraries installed Summon, a breakthrough behind-the-scenes 

technology that gives users single search-box access to UVic Libraries’ resources to find the best content for 
research papers, team projects, and other course assignments. Rather than searching in separate databases, the 
search engine retrieves content from over 92 million items in the libraries’ collection of books, scholarly journals, 
newspaper articles, e-books, dissertations, videos, maps, manuscript collections, music scores and more. 

“I am always impressed as to how advanced UVic can be. This is just another one of 
the things that blows me away while making my life in university that much easier. 
Thank you for all the hard work!” undergraduate student
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UNIVERSIT Y LIBRARIAN 
HONOURED WITH T WO  
LIBRARY AWARDS

University Librarian Marnie Swanson is the recipient of both the Helen Gordon 
Stewart Award presented by the British Columbia Library Association and the 2011 
Canadian Association of Research Libraries Award for Distinguished Service to Research 
Librarianship for her outstanding contributions to libraries and to the library profession 

in Canada. Swanson has held the position of University Librarian since 1988 and has devoted more than three 
decades of her time and energy to the Canadian library community. She oversaw a 15-year planning and 
development project that culminated in the expanded and renovated McPherson Library, featuring the William 
C. Mearns Centre for Learning.

NATIONAL INCLUSIVE EDUC ATION AWARD
McPherson Library staff members Shailoo Bedi and Carlie Graham received a National Inclusive Education Award 
from the Canadian Association for Community Living and the British Columbia Association for Community Living. 
They were recognized for their leadership in making the library an inclusive learning environment and workplace 
for students with developmental disabilities. Bedi, director of Systems and Client Services, has been instrumental 
in creating a way for students with developmental disabilities to access part-time student assistant employment 
at the library. Graham, manager of Music, Audio and Media Services, has taken a leadership role within the 
university to promote what needs to happen to make student positions successful.

BC HISTORY DIGITIZATION PROGRAM FUNDING AWARDED TO UVIC LIBRARIES
One of UVic Libraries’ digitization projects was among the twenty-one projects from around the province awarded funding 
through the 2011 B.C. History Digitization Program (BDHDP). UVic Libraries will now digitize the Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia Colonies’ Governor’s and Colonial Office (CO) despatches. This collection also includes assorted minutes, 
enclosures and attachments for 1860 with the addition of 250 early B.C. maps from the Hudson’s Bay Archives and the 
B.C. Lands Title & Surveys Office. These digitized materials will extend an earlier UVic Libraries’ initiative which digitized 
Vancouver Island and British Columbia despatches from 1846-59 and over 250 early B.C. maps. 

$26,000 GIFT FROM THE VIC TORIA FOUNDATION
UVic Libraries received a $26,000 gift from the Foundation making it possible to share the Chinese 
Consolidated Benevolent Association’s (CCBA) story with the community through the scanning and 
translation of its significant at-risk historical documents housed in the University Archives. The documents 
are primarily letters and administrative items of value to students of history and historians at all levels. 
http://www.library.uvic.ca/site/lib/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html

AWARD WINNING EXHIBITION C ATALOGUE
UVic Libraries’ Special Collections was named the winner of the 2010 Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) 
Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) Leab American Book Prices Current Exhibition Award (Division Three) for the 
catalogue, The Lion and the Fox: Art and Literary Works by Wyndham Lewis from the C.J. Fox Collection. The 48-page catalogue 
with full colour reproductions was produced by Rare Books Librarian Danielle Forster for an exhibit of art and literary works 
by Wyndham Lewis.

Awards and 
Recognition
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Events and Community Engagement 
VIC TORIA WOMEN’S MOVEMENT ARCHIVES 15TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT 
The University of Victoria Archives hosted the 15th anniversary celebration of the Victoria Women’s Movement 
Archives. The Women’s Movement Archives, located in the lower level of the McPherson Library, is a joint 
creation of the University Archives, the UVic Department of Women’s Studies, and members of the feminist 
activist community. Established in 1995 to preserve and provide access to important documents pertaining 
to the histories of women’s movement groups in Victoria, it provides a record of the events that lead to 
the rich legacy of activism which has served all women in the Victoria area. 
http://library.uvic.ca/site/archives/featured_collections/vwma/index.html

THE LIMNERS’ ARCHIVES
The Limners’ Archives were donated to the University of Victoria Archives and Special 
Collections at a reception held October 4, 2010. Documenting the history and activities 
of the Limners, a Victoria-based artists’ collective formed in the late 1960s, this 
archive will be of value to students, faculty and community members interested in 
the development of art movements, the local art scene and specific Limner members. 
The group has counted 18 artists among its membership, including painters, potters 
and sculptors, printmakers, collagists, a calligrapher, a textile artist and a poet.
 http://library.uvic.ca/site/archives/archival_resources/collections_policy.html#Arts

THE WORLD OF MARY’S WEDDING—REMINISCENCES OF WW1
Mary’s Wedding, a new Canadian opera commissioned and developed by Pacific Opera Victoria (POV), will launch 
its world première here in Victoria on November 10, 2011. A collaboration with UVic Libraries and POV will see 
a related exhibit of First Word War materials from Special Collections & University Archives mounted in the 
Maltwood Prints and Drawings Gallery at the McPherson Library, starting October 22. A website was developed 
and launched in October as a permanent legacy. http://worldofmaryswedding.library.uvic.ca

OLD BOOKS IN NEW LIBRARIES: TREASURES OF UVIC LIBRARIES
The course FREN 524 (An introduction to Studies in Book Culture and to History of the Book) 
is a collaborative project of Rare Books Librarian Danielle Forster and Dr. Hélène Cazes from the 
French department. A special three-part lecture series presented by Dr. Cazes, “Old Books in New 
Libraries” introduced UVic students and community members to very special collections, including 
the “Seghers Collection”, housed in Special Collections at the McPherson Library. This unique 7,500 
volume library named after Bishop Charles John Seghers has been on permanent loan to UVic 

Libraries from the Catholic Diocese of Victoria since 1976. All three lectures were audiotaped:
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8443/handle/1828/3202 
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8443/handle/1828/3233 
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8443/handle/1828/3234

UVic Associate Archivist Jane Morrison (centre), Prof. Deborah Yaffe (left), 
and Susan Moger (right), flank the stained glass sign from Victoria’s Every-
woman’s Books. The sign was designed and created by Heather Hestler with 
the intent of reflecting the light and beauty of all women.

Pat Martin Bates and Marnie Swanson 
hold a box of Limner correspondence; Alex 
Lavdovsky, Jan and Helga Grove (back row)



UVic librarians work directly with 

students to teach the skills and help 

develop the knowledge needed 

to be successful students and 

lifelong learners. Librarians provide 

personalized, one-on-one research 

and reference assistance as well 

as teach classes conveying the rich 

array of information made available 

by UVic Libraries. The best “interface” 

to learning information literacy 

skills is the discussion that goes on 

between an individual student or 

faculty member and the librarian to 

ensure students understand what 

information is and how to properly 

access it and use it.

“Research librarians have gone 
out of their way to assist me 
when I have needed help with 
research, technical materials, and 
other resources within the library. 
Their helpfulness and friendliness 
makes me more inclined to keep 
using the library.” 
graduate student

“The librarians are friendly and 
helpful and regularly exceed my 
expectations for public service 
resources, and for that I am 
very thankful.”  
undergraduate student

Open your mind.
UVic Libraries

Printing Sustainability—The annual review can be viewed on our website at www.library.uvic.ca. A limited number of copies will be printed 
on Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified paper and distributed to reduce the environmental impact of producing this document. 
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